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Theme of the Integrated Research Project “The
Dynamics of East- West Civilizational
Interactions: Conflict or Fusion?”

The interplay between Eastern and Western civilizations has been a defining feature of human
history, marked by both intense conflict and profound cultural fusion. From the ancient
confrontations between Persia and Greece to the expansive campaigns of Alexander the Great,
the historical narrative reveals a complex tapestry of military, political, and cultural exchanges
that have shaped the course of civilizations.

1 Historical Interactions: Conflict and Fusion

The ancient wars between Persia and Greece, notably the Greco-Persian Wars (499- 449 BCE),
symbolize one of the earliest significant clashes between East and West. These conflicts, driven
by Persia's imperial ambitions and Greece's desire to maintain its independence, set a precedent
for East-West interactions characterized by both confrontation and mutual influence. Similarly,
Alexander the Great's campaigns in the East (334-323 BCE) not only led to the conquest of the
Persian Empire but also to the Hellenization of vast regions, blending Greek and Eastern cultures
in what is known as the Hellenistic period.

Further historical instances, such as the Roman-Parthian Wars, the commercial and cultural
exchanges along the Silk Road, the religiously charged Crusades, and the vast expansions under
the Mongol Empire, illustrate the multifaceted nature of East-West relations. These events
highlight how conflict often coexisted with significant cultural and economic exchanges,
contributing to a more interconnected world.

2 Contemporary Theoretical Perspectives

In the modern era, scholars like Samuel Huntington, Graham Allison, Francis Fukuyama, and Noam

Chomsky have offered diverse perspectives on the dynamics of East-West interactions.

Samuel Huntington, in his seminal work The Clash of Civilizations, posits that future conflicts will

be primarily driven by cultural and civilizational differences. He argues



that the fundamental distinctions between civilizations, particularly between the West and other
major cultures such as the Islamic and Sinic civilizations, will be the primary sources of global

tension.

Contrastingly, Graham Allison's Destined for War explores the concept of the
"Thucydides Trap," focusing on the potential for conflict between a rising power (China) and an
established power (the United States). Allison's analysis is rooted in historical patterns of power
transition, suggesting that the structural pressures of such transitions often lead to conflict,
though not inevitably.

Francis Fukuyama, in The End of History and the Last Man, initially argued that the end of the Cold
War marked the universal triumph of liberal democracy and capitalism, potentially heralding an
era free of major ideological conflicts. However, the rise of populism, authoritarianism, and new
geopolitical tensions have led Fukuyama to revise his views, acknowledging the persistent

complexities and challenges facing liberal democratic systems.

Noam Chomsky provides a critical lens on the role of power, media, and imperialism in shaping
global conflicts. He emphasizes how state and corporate interests, particularly those of the
United States, manipulate public perception and policy to maintain dominance, often at the
expense of global stability and justice. Chomsky’s analysis underscores the need for critical
scrutiny of power dynamics and advocates for more equitable and sustainable global policies.

3 Edward Said's Contribution

Edward Said's "Orientalism" offers a crucial critique of Western representations of the East. Said
argues that Western depictions of Eastern societies are often based on stereotypes and serve to
justify imperialistic policies. His work illuminates how cultural representations are intertwined
with power and control, challenging us to rethink the binary oppositions of East and West. Said’s
insights remind us that the so-called "clash of civilizations" is often constructed through narratives

that serve specific political and economic interests.

4 Research Agenda

The historical and theoretical exploration of East-West interactions reveals a complex interplay

of conflict and fusion. While ancient and modern conflicts highlight the



potential for confrontation, the ongoing cultural exchanges and mutual influences demonstrate
the possibility of fusion and cooperation. The perspectives of contemporary thinkers like
Huntington, Allison, Fukuyama, Chomsky, and Said provide valuable frameworks for
understanding these dynamics, emphasizing the importance of critical analysis, cultural
sensitivity, and proactive engagement in fostering a more harmonious global order. Ultimately,
the future of East-West relations depends on our ability to manage differences, embrace diversity,

and pursue common goals in an increasingly interconnected world.

A joint research initiative between Taiwan and the Czech Republic on the subject of East-West
civilizational interactions can provide valuable interdisciplinary contributions across Chinese
literature, social sciences, mass media, and international relations. Both countries, with their
unique geopolitical positions and rich cultural histories, can offer distinct perspectives and

insights.

4.1 Literature

4.1.1 Comparative Literary Analysis

Researchers can explore how Eastern literature portrays the West and how Western
literature depicts the East. This analysis can include classical texts, modern works, and
contemporary literature, examining themes of cultural exchange, conflict, and mutual

influence.

4.1.2 Translation Studies

Investigate the impact of translation on cultural understanding and misinterpretation.
This can involve analyzing how key literary works from each culture have been
translated and received in the other, and the role of translators in shaping cross-cultural

perceptions.

4.1.3 Narrative and Identity

Study how Eastern literature has constructed national and cultural identities in response
to Western influence and how these narratives evolve in a globalized world. This can also
include examining Taiwanese literature and its unique position within Chinese literary

traditions and its interactions with the West.



4.2 Social Sciences

4.2.1 Sociocultural Dynamics
Conduct comparative studies on how Eastern and Western societies perceive each other.
This can involve surveys, ethnographic studies, and historical analyses to understand the

social dynamics and attitudes that drive intercultural interactions.

4.2.2 Impact of Globalization

Analyze the effects of globalization on Eastern and Western societies, focusing on cultural
exchange, economic integration, and social change. This can help identify common
challenges and opportunities for fostering better mutual understanding.

4.2.3 Identity and Modernization

Explore how modernization processes in Taiwan and the Czech Republic have influenced
national identities and cultural interactions. This can include examining how each
society balances tradition and modernity in a global context.

4.3 Media and Communication

4.3.1 Media Representation

Study how Eastern and Western cultures are portrayed in each other’s media. This can
involve content analysis of news, films, television, social media, and emerging
information and communication technologies (e.g. Al-based applications) to understand
prevailing stereotypes and narratives. In doing so, we will shed light on how the media
are related to the (re)production of Sinic and Christian-European civilizations, and on

what role the media can play in shaping civilizational contestation over world order.

4.3.2 Media Influence on Public Opinion

Investigate the role of the media in shaping public perceptions of East-West relations.
This can include examining how media coverage influences opinions on international
conflicts, cultural exchanges, and diplomatic relations. In addition, such investigation
will provide an opportunity to further our thinking about the formation of publics and
public spheres, and to advance our knowledge of cosmopolitanism and global citizenship.
By examining how



cosmopolitan and global citizenship practices, and public opinion are mediated, we will

critically reflect on both continuity and change in Western and Eastern civilizations.

4.3.3 Digital Diplomacy

Explore the use of digital platforms by Taiwan and the Czech Republic to promote
cultural understanding and international cooperation. This can involve analyzing social
media campaigns, online cultural exchanges, and digital public diplomacy initiatives.
These analyses therefore concern not only with governments but with civil society

groups and individual citizens.

4.4 International Relations

4.4.1 Geopolitical Strategies

Examine how Taiwan and the Czech Republic navigate their geopolitical positions in
relation to major powers like China, the United States, and the European Union. This
can include studying their diplomatic strategies, alliances, and international

collaborations.

4.4.2 Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy

Analyze the role of soft power in East-West interactions, focusing on how Taiwan and
the Czech Republic use cultural diplomacy to enhance their international standing and
influence. This can involve case studies of cultural exchange programs, educational

initiatives, and international cultural festivals.

4.4.3 Conflict Resolution and Cooperation
Research how Taiwan and the Czech Republic contribute to conflict resolution and
promote international cooperation. This can include studying their involvement in

international organizations, peacekeeping efforts, and multilateral negotiations.

4.5 Art

4.5.1 Historical Art Exchange
Study the historical interactions between Eastern and Western art traditions, such as the

influence of Chinese porcelain and painting on European art and vice versa.



4.5.2 Contemporary Art Practices
Analyze contemporary art in Taiwan and the Czech Republic that addresses themes of
globalization, identity, and cultural fusion, highlighting how modern artists reflect and

respond to East-West interactions.

4.5.3 Cross-Cultural Art Exhibitions:
Investigate the role of cross-cultural art exhibitions in fostering mutual understanding,
focusing on major exhibitions that feature artists from both regions and their impact on

public perception.

4.5.4 Art as Cultural Diplomacy:
Examine how art is used as a tool of cultural diplomacy to build bridges between East
and West, including art exchanges, artist residencies, and cultural festivals that promote

dialogue and collaboration.

5 Anticipation of the Outcomes

A joint research initiative between Taiwan and the Czech Republic on East-West civilizational
interactions can provide a rich interdisciplinary perspective, combining insights from Chinese
literature, social sciences, mass media, and international relations. By leveraging their unique
geopolitical positions and cultural histories, Taiwan and the Czech Republic can offer valuable
contributions to the understanding of how civilizations interact, conflict, and fuse in an
increasingly interconnected world. This research can help foster greater mutual understanding,

challenge prevailing stereotypes, and promote more effective cultural and diplomatic exchanges.

10



L
RREBAFLFRRE THMEES AT TRF I STAER
2024.6.6 BHEEA € &

iR A0k 18 SN :g
FLEAG AL HRFE AR RS & (Fop (11T &?ﬁ- UAAT) & ¥ MOU
#ﬁap\ B EPFUE (R A FE A F 2P R A
FAREHPR) a7 E A 4T E o fd VAT 972 8K
FRPE P FEG) FFORRFEE TR RN AR E 2R
F2hiamz2 pen PREERP KFEFIALRALT > BTRNFHAA o

Fedlsrdid 200t 3 Fs > RSP HLFALG ML &
- REFAFEIEG A TUMT SR ERSEFFET AT ELVE
gl Ad T afaEd s ©d UMT A ¢ RAVR2Z 2 85 Re g

S0 g R 2 K(5)m 2 Ha(5)

Graduate exchange programs
Short-term courses

Intensive courses/workshops
o , Overseas research

SERS Ak~ _ ' o
Academic conferences/professional activities
Dual/joint degrees

Joint research

YV V. VY V VY V V V

International industry-academia collaboration program

11



(=) EEAFE R LU iefe UAAT SR € K2 ~ i & 175 B &3

»

(Z) A F 7RI AREHLEATF %I FTAREFEE I
7200 EAEFFEAERIT AR AL LS 7
AMA L FRE IR E REHTELPER A B F LT RED

SR rPE

m o 8 2 o

Collaboration Activity Item Total Number

Journal Publication

A. Joint Research Activity Conference Publication

(For example: Publication; Form _ _
joint laboratory/Consortium/Center) | Joint Laboratory/Consortium/Center

Joint Application or Acquisition of
Large-scale or International
Projects/Grants

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)

5 Student d Facult International Visiting Scholars
: Eu ﬁn s and rFaculty [Inbound] (to Taiwan)
Xchange International Exchange Students

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)

* Degree/Dual-degree students

[Outbound] (go abroad)
Faculty and Scholar International Visits

[Outbound] (go abroad)
Students’ International Exchange

[Outbound] (go abroad)
* Degree/Dual-degree students

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)
Industry Internship
C. Internship Programs [Inbound] (to Taiwan)
University Internship

[Outbound] (go abroad)
Industry Internship

*Degree/Dual-degree programs: For
UAAT, this could be implemented based on
participating university’s existing
degree/dual-degree programs.
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The University Alliance in the Czech Republic (ICU)
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B34 3 4% The Dynamics of East-West Civilizational Interactions: Conflict
or Fusion?

Sub-Project Title: (English)

(Chinese)

Sub-Project Type: [ ] Research [ ] Talent Cultivation/Exchange

Sub-Project Lead University 2 # B %:
£ fep g
UAAT:
ICU:

Project Period: MM/DD/YYYY to MM/DD/YYYY

Application Date: MM/DD/YYYY
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1. Sub-Project General Information

General Information on Sub-Projects

11 ti . . . ) .
Ll [ ] Literature [ ] Social Sciences [ ] Media and Communication

Field : .
B S (e [ ] International Relations [ ] Art
Project Title  |English
FREH Chinese
Pl;?_]e“ Tgflpe [ ] Research # 3 [_] Talent Cultivation/Exchange * 4 3 ¥
® i#‘i]
Lead University [English
ER) o 5 Chinese
All Participating English
Universities -
g 2B PR Chinese
Name Position/Title
AN & . 25
PLagfe oo a2
University Dept./Inst.
£ oo E
Name Position/Title
Co-P1 e BAE
L RAFEL University Dept./Inst.
i RV Wil
Name Position/Title
g ead BRAL
Contact Person T i
7 2 4 University Dept./Inst.
L LA S
Email

Notes: Each sub-project must involve at least TWO UAAT member universities.
2. Executive Summary
2.1 English (max. 250 words)

2.2 Chinese (max. 500 words)

3. Sub-Project Description (max. 10 pages)

3.1 Background Introduction and Importance of the Sub-Project

3.2 Project Objectives, Plans, and Activities

3.3 Project Teams, Organization, and Synergies (including roles and participation of
young scientists)

3.4 Milestones and Timelines
16



3.5 Expected Outcomes and Impacts (including the promotion of talent
circulation/exchange)

3.6 Intellectual Property Management

3.7 Possible Future Collaboration Development (e.g., develop into large-scale projects,
industry-academia collaboration, talent cultivation, international projects, joint
research center/consortium, etc.)
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4. Expected Outcomes for the Sub-Project

Collaboration Activity

Item

Total Number

A. Joint Research Activity

(For example: Publication; Form joint
laboratory/Consortium/Center)

Journal Publication

Conference Publication

Joint Laboratory/Consortium/Center

Joint Application or Acquisition of Large-
scale or International Projects/Grants

B. Students and Faculty
Exchange

*Degree/Dual-degree programs: For UAAT, this
could be implemented based on participating
university’s existing degree/dual-degree

programs.

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)

International Visiting Scholars

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)

International Exchange Students

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)

* Degree/Dual-degree students

[Outbound] (to international alliance univ.)
Faculty and Scholar International Visits

[Outbound] (to international alliance univ.)
Students’ International Exchange

[Outbound] (to international alliance univ.)
* Degree/Dual-degree students

C. Internship Programs

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)
Industry Internship

[Inbound] (to Taiwan)

University Internship

[Outbound] (to international alliance univ.)
Industry Internship

[Outbound] (to international alliance univ.)

University Internship

D. Short-Term
Courses/Intensive
Courses/Workshops &
Academic
Conferences/Professional
Activities

(Activity Name)/ Number of Participants

(Activity Name)/ Number of Participants

(Activity Name)/ Number of Participants

E. International Industry-
Academia Collaboration

(For example: Projects, Internships,
Intellectual Properties, Technical
Transfers, etc.)

(Collaboration Item)/ Number of Cases

(Collaboration Item)/ Number of Cases

(Collaboration Item)/ Number of Cases
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5. Information on the UAAT and ICU Project Team for the Sub-Project
List “Project Role” in the following order: PI, collaborating PI (co-PI).

Project Role Name

University
/Department

Position

Role and Duties
in the Project

Signature
Date

Sub-Project
PI

344

Sub-Project
Co-P1
FRifFk

6. Sub-Project Budget

Project Year
Budget Execution Period from MM/DD/YYYY to MM/DD/YYYY
Categories
Other
Sponsorships UAAT Other UAAT

Sources (optional)

Sources (optional)

1. Personnel

2. General Expenses

Local Collaboration
Research Expenses

Local Collaboration
Activity Expenses

3. International Travel
Expenses

4. Equipment

Overhead

Total

Note: In addition to the sub-project proposal files, sub-projects are required to prepare a biographical
sketch of all participants in the sub-projects for compilation by the overall project. (max. 2 pages for
each PI, Co-Pls, and Collaborators).
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Biographical Sketch of the Integrated Collaboration Project
(max. 2 pages for each PI, Co-Pls, and Collaborators)

Curriculum Vitae and Publication List in last 5 years, including: Education, Professional
Experiences, Research Interests, Awards and Honors, Selected Speech Invitations, and
Selected Publications, etc. Please list the items in order of their importance.
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